
66 Unit 1: Personal Development

MODULE 4
MORAL 
DEVELOPMENT

OUTLINE LEARNING GOALS
Cognitive-Developmental Moral Reasoning

•	 Piaget’s Theory

•	 Kohlberg’s Theory

•	 Gilligan’s Criticism

➊	 Explain how thinking or reasoning about moral issues becomes more 

sophisticated over time, and identify any gender differences in moral 

reasoning.

Prosocial Behavior

•	 Eisenberg’s Theory

•	 Perspective Taking

•	 Empathy

➋	 Describe the importance of perspective taking and empathy to prosocial 

behavior, and identify any gender differences that exist in prosocial 

behaviors.

Aggressive Behavior

•	 Social-Cognitive Domains

•	 Social-Information Processing
➌	 Describe the cognitive deficits that may explain why some individuals are 

more likely than other individuals to use aggression.

Applications: Advancing Moral Development

•	 Family Context

•	 Peer Context

•	 School Context

➍	 Explain how families, peers, and schools contribute to the moral 

development of children and adolescents.

COGNITIVE-DEVELOPMENTAL 
MORAL REASONING

➊	 Explain how thinking or reasoning about moral issues becomes more sophisticated over 
time, and identify any gender differences in moral reasoning.

Do you think lying is wrong? We have all told “white lies,” perhaps to spare people’s feelings 
or shelter them from bad news. But how do we distinguish between a harmless fib and a more 
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